Wetmore's Mystery Man

Jumes Senrs o loner who never spoke much & kept 1o himselis. Many stories have circulated m
the Wetmore srea concerning this . {1 is believed that he may have been Jesse Jumes,

Ol Everhard siys she Iy Jesse's 3% gousin, She says that his death was a fake and Missouri
Gov. Thomas Crittenden and Bob Ford was in on it, Bol Ford shot Charles Bigelow an other
outlaw who resembled Jesse. For Fords part in the scam he was set up in the saloon business in
Creede, Co,

L. Frank Dishon on May 19, 1948 at the age of 100 declared he was Jesse James, isstory was
good e did agree with Mes, Everhard faked death, Crittenden was in on it, Charles Bigelow
was the one:shot and Bob Ford was set up in the saloon business, However as a tecnager lesse
accrdentatly shot off the tup of his left middie finger white cleaming his gun, Dalton had all his
fingers, ’

James Seurs arrived in Florence in 1895, He met Bill White Jr. at the rail road depot and
demitnded 1o be tuken to the fumber camyp, Bill White became about the only one that Sears
talked to and trosted. Anthony Madonna knew Sears because he bought support timbers (rom
him for his coal mine and deseribed Sears as an elderly gentleman who looked well preserved
for hisage ond always wore a heavy beard, kept his hat pulled down ¢lose to his glasses and
never took off' is glovesor hat. White told Madonma Sears wld him “Kid someday | am going
to tell you something.”

Louis Draper & longtime resident of the Wetmore area remembers that Sears had good horses
andl always took care of them. For years he kept an old horse worthless because of his nge he
cotld do no work someone asked why he had not sold or killed it he gave no reason. On Sears
death bed he told Bill 1 kept old twister because my horse back 1in Missourt was called Twist
and thal horse got me out of more scrapes than | can count. Twister looked just like Twist and |
couldn’t part with him, It"2 belisved that Jesse's horse was naomed Twist, Draper was o friend
of Fred Walters the postmaster in Wetmore, Fred told Draper thiat e met a man by the name of
Frank Jumes in Welmore. Frank was part of o vaudeville troop and was traveling in the Salida
areaat the same time that Fred met him,

For a time he lived 1 a voom at the Greenwood Hotel, He came to my Great Grandmu Snow's
house often she did his washing for him. He would sit in the barn door and watch the chickens
he would never come into the house but he loved to read and borrowed books from Grandma
Brecce. Aunt Margaret remembers when she was i first grade and going to school in
Greenwood-——across the road from G Grandmi Snow s house all the Kids were scared to death
of him and would run past the hotel, Some of the school boys made o game of jumping on to
the back of Sears's wagon as he returned from a delivery the boys were afmid of Sears's
mysterious character so thut made it n daring game.

At the tme ot his death he was hiving in o degout up the road behind the old Harmes place. He
had pncumonia and wouldn’t let any one ruby him down buthe wan too weal nnd ricl to argue



with My, Harmes, Harmes reported later that his body was covered with sears from bullet
wounds. Sears called Bill White to his bed side n the Canon City hospital and told him of his
true identity he waes Jesse James and he didn't want any one 1 know until after he died.

Jim Searscdied in 1931, Florence Datly Citizen July 2, 1931 Aged Recluse died Wednesday in
Canon City, Jumes Scars 74 of North Hardserabble and old time resident of the district died at
Canon Ciry hospital a nine Wed evening Sears Hived in Wetmore district for about 25 years, but
always arecluse Tittle is known about him and as far as is know he has no relatives Living,
Several weeks ago he-suftered a paralyiic siroke ar his home and was brought to a Canon City
hospital but faited rapidly und died last night. The body s being cared for at the Easton
Mortuary, Funeral services will be held at the Wetmare chureh with Rev JR Burchficld
officiating Friday afternoon at three o'clock, The burial will be at the New Hope cemetery i
Wetmare,

Many people have reported seeing fights in the cemetery one night, It is believed that his body
wits dug up and retirned 1o Missourt by lizs family, 1twas also reported that officials trom
Denver dug up and reburied after wking pictures of the body supposedly Mr, Holt from the
mortuary was m on this he found papers that les them 1o believe he wis Jesse James.



